5th WORLD WATER FORUM 
KICK-OFF MEETING

ISTANBUL

TURKEY

19 and 20 March, 2007

___________________________________

Official Ceremony

Dolmabahçe Palace Medhal Room 

20 March, 2007

Speech by Mr Loïc FAUCHON

President of the World Water Council

Mister President,
Mister Minister,
Mister Mayor,
Mister Director General,

Your Excellencies Ambassadors and Members of Parliament, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,
It is a great pleasure for me to be here with you today in this Dolmabahce Palace for this kick-off meeting of the preparatory process of the 5th World Water Forum. The warm welcome received here in Istanbul has shown that the famous Turkish hospitality is not a legend. 

The World Water Council also considers it a great honor to be able to establish with Turkey, a country with a great water tradition, a relationship that will enable, starting today, the proper preparation and organisation of the 5th Forum. 

For this reason, I would like to thank the Government of Turkey, the City of Istanbul and DSI, for the welcome they extended to us and for the quality of the organization of this kick-off event.  

Mister President, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I ask a question: why are we here today? 
Are we here for the astounding view over the Bosphorus and the fascinating movement of the boats going back and forth? Not only. 

Are we here to discover and experience the beautiful city of Istanbul, its palaces, its mosks, and its markets? Not only.  

Are we here for the delicious taste of the Turkish coffee and loukoums that we enjoyed this morning? Not only. 

No, we are here precisely because this morning, this very morning, two billion men, women and children, maybe even three billion, are not as lucky as us to be able to just turn a tap to prepare their coffee or their tea cups. 
And we are also here because the same number of human beings or more is not given the dignity, yes I do mean dignity, to be able to enjoy the sanitary facilities to satisfy their basic and essential needs. 

We are here for them, we are here for the 25 million people who die every year, for these emaciated people suffering from malaria because of unhealthy ponds, for these women who are exhausted from going to get water, as well as for their daughters, who cannot hope to go to school because of the wells are so far. 

We are here for those farmers who will not see the cereals or vegetables they planted grow to be harvested due to increased drought conditions. We are here for these cattle breeders who are thrown on the tracks and cannot give water to their animals due to rural migration. 

Yes, we are here for them and for so many others, only for them, solely for them. 

And for them, Ladies and Gentlemen, I will ask you for ten seconds of your time. Yes, ten seconds. Ten seconds of our precious time. For ten seconds, I will simply ask you to think about them, about all those people. 

Those people, we don’t know them, or we know them so little.  
But they do know us, they know that we exist. They know that we have the knowledge. They know that we have the money. They know that we have the capacity to convince, and they know that we have the power to decide. 
They know that with all this we can reduce some of their suffering and solve some of their problems. 
And there goes. The ten seconds are over, and I thank you for thinking about these people who are so far from this Palace and these meetings. 

But as far as we’re concerned, we are here. 

We are here to fight against poverty, we are here to fight against disease, we are here to fight against ignorance. 
We are here to fight for health, for education, for food safety, in short, for development. 
And we are here to prepare, to suggest and to obtain useful, concrete, sustainable and long lasting results. And if we can’t achieve that, well, we might as well go home. 

But we are going to do it. Because you and I know that this is in the realm of what can be done. And that in this realm, there is room for courage, room for will, room for enthusiasm, room for audacity. 
Trying to turn water into a shared challenge is more than a necessity. It is an urgent duty, for three major reasons. 
The first one is the population growth. Every ten years, our planet has one more billion inhabitants. 

The second one derives from the huge increase in urban population as well as the development of economic activities. This is leading to increasingly serious pollution events. The giant cities of the poorer countries, which grow twice as fast as those in the rest of the world, are sanitary bombs, genuine time bombs. 

The third reason is related to climate evolution, which adds up to the difficulties I just mentioned. A new reality is arising: water is no longer were it is expected to be, water is no longer were it is absolutely essential for life and for development.  

In the short term, we will simply have to rethink a large part of water policies, whether in terms of access to water and protection of water resources, or in terms of treatment of agricultural or industrial effluents. 

This is the very reason for the existence of the World Water Council. The Council, which was created in 1996, is still a young institution but yet, with its three hundred members, it is today a leading voice of water, recognized and listened to as such. It addresses both decision makers, to convince them that water should be awarded more priority, and the public at large, through the media, in order to make people aware that this cause is worth defending as the survival of mankind depends on it. 

It is in this spirit that, with our Mexican friends, we organized the Forum of Mexico. And I would like to pay tribute to José Luis Luege Tamargo, who is with us here today. 
The Mexico Forum, I mentioned it yesterday, was a truly great Forum. It was a great opportunity for dialogue and we seized it to contemplate the future together. 

Turkey, Ladies and Gentlemen, volunteered to ensure the continuity.   
At our meeting in Mexico, its candidacy for the organisation of the 5th World Water Forum in March 2009 was accepted by an almost unanimous vote. 

The trust thus shown by the Water Family is but a fair tribute. 

It is the recognition, Mister President, of the competencies of your country in the field of water. Turkey is what I call a “Hydro Nation”, “Hydro Nation” which decade after decade has developed its own expertise. 
The choice of Istanbul for the 5th Forum, is also the recognition of the dynamism of which your city, Mister Mayor, is a living proof. We are used to say that there is no development without water and Turkey in the past has shown that it knew how to put its hydraulic potential to the service of economic growth and social progress. 

Nobody doubts at the World Water Council that Turkey will continue to do so using water as a tool for peace and prosperity in the whole of the region to which it belongs. 

Together, we want a modern Forum, an useful Forum and an open Forum. A Forum for which the third week of March 2009 will be the result of two years of an original approach. 

This approach will have to determine priority topics within the scope of a strengthened regional framework. There are in the world of water strong geographic specificitie: they must be heard and understood. More room will be given to the political and institutional dialogue to allow the different levels, the different authorities to meet, discuss and decide on new water policies as proposed by all those who, at a different degree, will adhere to this dynamic of the preparatory process. 

The first is to guaranty sustainable access to the resource. This means being able to bring everywhere and anytime human communities need it, quantities of fresh water corresponding to the needs for maintenance of life and human development.

The essential goal is to understand and be able to place technological progress at the service of this cause: secure the water resource through a rational use of technical progress, whether to pump at greater depths, to separate water from salt, to transport water over greater distances on earth and under sea, to make a rational use of the giant underground reserves that are hard to access. 
The second set of solutions consists in rapidly increasing the capacity to finance access to water throughout the cycle from extraction to treatment. 

This involves accepting the idea that the great water and sanitation infrastructures are essential to a balanced world, that they form an integral part of its heritage and that they need to be taken into account as such by the international community.

This means that misery is not creditworthy and that the wealth must be dedicated to satisfying the needs and basic rights of mankind.

The third set of solutions is to improve management and to widely accept that water services have a cost and that the notion of “less consumption and better management” becomes the common rule. 

This involves that we, the international community with scientists, developers, funders or political representatives - are ready to reposition without waiting water at the centre of the public and political debate. We must do so, first of  all because it’s a moral obligation, but also and more importantly, to help those who are today left stranded, recover access to water. 

This is the true meaning or our common action, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
This is the key objective of the next Forum: Bridging Divides for Water. 

Thank you all for contributing to its success.

Thanks to Turkey for hosting this Forum and joining its efforts to those of the World Water Council to organise it in March 2009.

And thus, we will have a successful Forum.

Fare well. 

And I’m looking forward to see you in Istanbul in 2009.

Thank you. 
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