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Dear Mrs Mutagamba,

Misses and Misters the ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am really pleased to be among you this morning for many reasons.

First, because the President of the World Water Council comes to express you, to assure you, through his presence, the support of the big family of water.

Also to greet the abundant and constant work provided by the African Ministers’ Council on Water, and more particularly Mrs Mutagamba, whose noble-heartedness and determination are well-known by everyone here and everywhere else.

Also to express the high interest for the African Water Facility initiated by the African Development Bank. A concrete and sustainable initiative, which is an example of concrete action.

Finally, in a more personal capacity. Africa and particularly Saharan Africa is close to my heart. I often go there with pleasure. I have received as much as I have given there and my presence among you is for me a way to express my thanks to Africa.

The situation made to water in Africa is in the heart of the preoccupations of this 4th Forum.

In some countries in Africa, as in other regions in the world, the situation is still not improving. It even gets worse sometimes.

A demography that is not controlled and a growth of big cities occurring quicker and in a more important way than expected. Pollutions each day more dangerous for health. Water diseases which represent the first cause of mortality. Hard events of draught.

Pressure on the resource increases and we have been attending serious crises for the past years. 

What could we want, what do we wish for the African countries: self-sufficiency in drinking water and security in sanitation.

Some countries have made important and significant efforts and have progressed in a spectacular way. We must encourage them and help them if they need it.

For others, I told it on Thursday, we need much more money and we need to break to this debt policy which has shown its limits. That’s why we wish the international community engaged an unprecedented aid in order to finance the infrastructures necessary to the poorest countries. With a monitoring process that has to be modified and modernized.

And also that the donors, all the donors, as well as the people who receive this money, engage themselves to take into account and establish the financing of the functioning and maintenance budgets.

It is also because Africa, like other regions in the world, is lacking technicians, men and women, in charge of the daily management of public water and sanitation utilities that we have put forward, by way of experimentation the implementation of one or several schools of  the maintenance.

We also suggest that research and development programs, specifically African, be prepared and implemented so that technologies brought into play be really adapted to the specificities of the continent.

And more, that the small towns be favoured with regard to the bigger ones in order to prevent rural depopulation.

And also that an emergency task force be put in place with the gathering of African capacities.

Situations of crisis, natural disasters and conflicts require that the African experts get together in order to assess the consequences, the kind of assistance required, to adapt and coordinate the aid.

Anyway, the World Water Council and I can not speak in your name regarding what the African water needs are.

But we know that Africa needs modesty, humility, a gathering of knowledge and energies, and sustainable involvement, beyond the excitement of TV, racing out of control, and the bad conscience of the developed countries.

We know Africa is waiting concrete answers. It is the reason for being of this IVth Forum.

Welcome Africa

Thanks to you and nice Forum to all.
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