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Thank you, dear colleague co-chair Mr Sarikaya for your hospitality, thank you to Turkey. Thank you for welcoming us on the occasion of these working days. They constitute a new and particularly important step within the framework of the 5th Forum preparatory process.  

Thank you dear colleagues from Turkey and from all over the world for being present today and for taking part in this step. Your presence is a strong signal. A signal that the water community is gathered today to build new momentum in the preparatory process. Because a Water Forum is not a week where everyone comes to deliver their own message. A Forum is a multitude of preparatory processes taking place during two years. A process that, together, we launched here in Istanbul last March. 
A Forum is also a multistakeholder dialogue and you will be at the centre of this dialogue. You are here to create this dialogue. This dialogue is yours. 
To move forward, we need your capacities, your experience. Put together, they will give strength, they will give a sense to our approach. And I thank you for having accepted to be here. 

Paul Reiter and Dr Necati Aliagiroglu who are in charge of the Programme Committee as well as the other co-chairs will further explain to you what we are proposing and what we expect from you. 

From my side, please allow me to tell you a few words to place our works within a more general context, that of the World Water Council’s objectives, facing the situation made for water in the world. 

One reason for satisfaction first: what I would call awareness of the importance of water issues that is progressing each day.   
In our water family of course but beyond this on the political and economic decision-makers side, on the media and public-at-large side. Everywhere, in every country we discuss more and more water and sanitation issues. 

We feel, we know, we say the need for making this issue a priority for humankind, despite the fact that we were not so much listened to only ten years ago. Remember for instance Johannesburg where we had to raise our voices, resort to arbitration, so that water and above all sanitation could be specifically mentioned in the final declaration. 

Yes dear friends, we are not alone any more. 
We are not alone any more but it also gives us responsibilities that are every day more important.
Because people are looking at us, people are listening to us, people are waiting for us. Waiting for us, not on the analysis of the causes any more but on the solutions. And not just any type of solutions, but solutions that will be concrete, solutions that will be sustainable and long-lasting, solutions that will be adaptable, that will be understandable. It is not much but at the same time it is a lot. You have to be aware about that, as we at the Council are. So much is expected from us from billions of children, women and men, that we cannot afford to deceive. 

We have the solutions. I mean technical solutions. Almost all of them as the amazing work accomplished by scientists and technicians all around our planet allowed all kinds of new responses to be imagined. No, difficulties are not here any more and all of you present here are aware of this. Our difficulties, our slowness, our insufficiencies, have essentially political reasons. 

Guaranteeing the presence of water, sharing it, giving it back to nature, means being able to secure its availability. 
It means being able to finance its access. 
It means being able to assure its management.  
It means being able to value its governance. 

But you may tell me that this is not political: decide on the sharing, decide on financing, decide on the way to manage, decide on governance, these are first and foremost all POLITICAL acts.
We were aware of that when, first in the Forum of Mexico, and then to prepare that of Istanbul, we decided that we had first to bridge divides between technical and political issues, to bridge divides between politicians themselves, between politicians from different countries, from different levels of competences, from different themes, and of different political persuasions.
This perfectly highlights our own responsibility, we are pioneers, we are counselors, and we also have to be facilitators and spokesmen.   

And above all we have to go faster, to set deadlines, to define agendas. Yes my friends, we have until March 2009 to be “idea accelerators” as well as “process accelerators”. 
Do we want that? Yes. Yes because I know that you share this conviction of a Forum that will be modern, a Forum that will be open, a Forum that will be useful. It is a great responsibility and we are here today to take upon this responsibility and to bear it until the Forum. 
If I mentioned a subject of satisfaction a few minutes ago, allow me now to address a few subjects of concern. I cannot, indeed, in this introduction to your works, to our works, avoid addressing the issue of climate and its place in our analyses, and also in our future action.
For several months, priority has been given to climate, climate is in fashion. Climate change is at the core of all concerns, at the centre of all expressions.

No television news without climate, no magazine without climate, no interview without climate, and here, with me, no speech without climate any more.

Yes, dear colleagues and friends, at the risk of provoking, at the risk of displeasing: and what if it was too much/ if we were doing too much?
We obviously know climate is evolving. And that, maybe, in the long run, within many decades, it will change. It is possible, scenarios allow us to imagine it. 
Thus we have to anticipate, to imagine, to make projections, to program. Not on climate evolutions, this is neither part of our competence area, nor our role. There are the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and a fabulous scientific community.
No, our duty consists in analyzing the consequences that the progressive climate evolutions and not the sudden ones, could have on the situation for water.

Not more, not less, and it is already a lot, and the World Water Council will take an initiative in this field that is necessary, by contributing to create a Panel in charge of assessing the consequences and proposing appropriate solutions to reassure the citizens of our earth.

However, my dear colleagues, is climate the sole threat on water?
Obviously not. And allow me today to state it with calm, but also with determination. Is it the climate’s fault if the world’s population is increasing by 1
billion every twelve years?

Is it because of climate that we have losses in all agricultural and domestic networks?

Is it climate’s fault if some dozens of megacities are experiencing a terrifying level of pollution, and we have health bombs that we do not know how to defuse?

Is it because of climate that the right to water is not a reality yet and that water governance still has so much progress to make?

Certainly not. And we also have to say it. If we don’t say it, climate will serve as a scapegoat. Issues that I just mentioned are not a distant threat. They are realities we are facing.

Let’s work on climate, sure, but let’s work also with as much enthusiasm on all other issues, on all other changes in order to give, immediately, water for economic development, water for food, water for health, water for education.

Let’s be able to adopt this statement from the English Minister of Foreign Affairs: “climate is a threat that will bring us together if we do not let it divide us”

Let’s also be aware, as mentioned by the experts of the International Panel on Climate Change, that “climate change at the regional level is at a more important scale than the world level”.

This means, concretely, that detection of changes will be more difficult locally, at a scale that is the most relevant one for adaptation and calibration of the necessary infrastructures. This clearly means that the role and the power of local authorities will be amplified year after year. And not only for climate, but also for demography, pollutions, migrations.

Two more comments to conclude my words:
The first one concerns water disasters, their prevention, assistance coordination and reconstruction. 

There is, today, on this point, a real need for a strengthened international cooperation. This is what the World Water Council is aiming at and participating in through the “Panel on Water and Disasters” for which it is acting as one of the two secretariats, with the Japan Water Forum. This initiative, under the authority of the Secretary General of the United Nations, gathered many international organizations, as well as several governments. Our concern is first to have the action of the international community progress in terms of prevention, initial assessment of damages and global coordination of assistance. Beyond this, there is a strong necessity to have water (and sanitation) placed at the core of the priorities of reconstruction processes after water disasters, which is not the case yet today.

The second one concerns energy, looked at from the point of view of its relation to water. It is obvious today that in many regions, security of water resources, from its pumping, its massive storage, to its distribution and then its treatment is becoming more difficult because of the increasing cost of oil, the cost of traditional energy.
There is a necessity of “water for energy”, as well as “energy for water “policies. These policies will express the virtual obligation, for political decision makers, to foresee, in the long run, the part of the cost of energy necessary for the access to water, for its maintenance as well as its use for development.

Here you have, dear colleagues, some remarks at the opening of these days of work. A general framework is set, it will not be discussed any more. Some themes have been chosen and will be addressed. As for the rest, all the rest, we are here to explain, to listen to you, to discuss.
Have what is stemming from the base coming up to you, what is stemming from the community of women and men who have something to say, something to propose.  We alone do not hold the truth. On the contrary, together we will be respected. And if we are respected, we will be listened to.

Let’s be able to be, with modesty and humility, the Voice of Water that is needed so much by the citizens on our earth.
Thanks for your work, and pleasant days to you
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