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Mr. Deputy Director General, 
Mrs. Ambassador, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me first, Mr. Barbosa, thank you and UNESCO Director-General Mr. Matsuura, for your hospitality first, and for the attention you and all the staff are paying to the cause of water. Let me say also that it is a great pleasure for the World Water Council to work with Ambassador Sumru Noyan as Chairwoman of this Ministerial process. 

My sincere gratitude goes to Mr. Andras Szollogi-Nagy, Mr. Vural Altay and their staffs for their great efforts in making this 5th Forum political process a true success. A hard job, a hard task. Thanks to all of them. 
As you already know, the World Water Fora are different from any other international conference. Everybody can come to a Forum. A Forum is an open space, a place and a moment to meet, to listen, to discuss, to propose and to move from ideas to actions. 

Remember Mexico in 2006. In Mexico, a dialogue was started and a synthesis was prepared. 

Beyond the speeches, the declarations and the reports, the future was contemplated together. 

The will of the Council, which is something that is particularly dear to me, is to encourage action. Because action means movement, action means progress, action means considering together our common future. 
Together with the Turkish Government, the World Water Council wishes to build a modern, useful, open and efficient Forum for March 2009. 
This Forum will be the result of a two-year preparatory process and work. And our main target, we should never forget about it, is to position water and sanitation as one of the main priorities on the international political agenda. 
For this purpose, we need your expertise and your involvement. 

A framework is set, guidelines are established and an organisation is being put in place. But what is essential lies in your hands: we must now span bridges, we must bridge the divides for water, to quote the Forum’s central theme. This is our challenge to make progress, our challenge to succeed.    

Your expertise and experience are more than useful, they are indispensable especially at this very moment when water is subject to so many attacks and suffers from so many damages. 
I will now try to shortly summarize the situation of water in five rough steps. Five steps to move towards a World Water Plan. 

The first step, which I will call CRI-1 for crisis, a global and local crisis. You all know and understand this situation. It creates tensions and sometimes even conflicts; it creates water scarcity and water stress. We all have in mind some concrete examples that illustrate the fact that water crisis is a daily reality. 

So let me move to the second step, which is for me the economic approach (ECO-2). ECO-2 is the link between the two usual sides of the economic approach: supply and demand. 
On the one hand, water demand is growing quickly for two main reasons. 
First is demography, because the world is struggling to accommodate an extra billion inhabitants every ten years. Day after day, the world’s population is more and more urban and “coastal”, which generates an increased water consumption. 
The second reason is related to the improving lifestyles. During the 20th century, the world’s population grew up from two to six billions inhabitants and, during the same period, water consumption had been multiplied by six. It is due to new behaviours, for hygiene, for industry and for food production. It is easy to imagine how water consumption will continue to increase during the next decades, if we don’t do anything about it. 

On the other hand is the issue of water supply. Globally, the quantity of fresh water remains the same. But locally, water is subject to different realities, due to two complementary reasons. 

The first one is the impact of industrial and agricultural intensive activities. It generates great pollutions on water resources. And this is a major threat for public health. In this context and at the moment when water-related diseases such as typhoid or malaria are increasing so quickly, we can speak about true “sanitary bombs”. 
The second one is the climate evolutions and its impacts on water resources. Since 1995, the IPCC has been announcing an intensification in the hydrological cycle during the 21st century. It concretely means that water masses circulating around the world will be more important. It means more concretely that it will rain more where it already rains, and that there will be more droughts where there are already droughts. 
Of course it implies that we will be obliged to spend more money to reduce the effects of the climate excesses. 

The population growth and the development of economic activities will involve more fresh water and at the same time, will contribute to decrease the availability of the necessary water supply.

How can we change this trend to satisfy with the human water needs? 

For that, we need to go up to three other steps, POL-3, SAFE-4 and TECHNO-5. 

POL-3 represents in my view three political prerequisites: 

· Money for water at all levels to finance the infrastructures and the maintenance of water services. Create new financial resources is certainly one of the most difficult challenge we have to cope with. 

· Governance for water, which means not only transparency and honesty but efficient and well balanced water legislation. It also entails a proper administrative organisation, a real decentralisation, to get closer to the citizens and users, for a better efficiency. 

· Knowledge for water. It is our duty to change decades and decades of blind policies. Disseminate the know-how, share experiences with modesty and humility, and try to understand the local needs and requirements. 
These are the POL-3 conditions and I would say obligations. If we don’t find the ways to provide the poorest countries and communities with money, governance and knowledge, our intentions will stay in the field of theories and speeches.

So let’s move to possible actions with steps 4 and 5. 

SAFE-4, safe water, how to reduce the world’s water consumption, by continents, by regions, by cities. We should for that work towards four directions: 

· Change strongly and for many years ahead our consumption behaviours, not only for domestic uses, but also and mainly for agriculture and energy. We have in front of us a large possible field of progresses.    


· Improve our water management to protect the resources and increase water supply. It is a public responsibility but we should encourage at the same time the development of public-private partnerships. 

· Adapt water pricing with the double target of providing a better access for the poorest and avoiding great and small wastes, which represent right now more than 50% of all available resources. 


· Encourage virtual water policies to oblige international organisations and national authorities to integrate water needs and water consumptions in their agricultural and industrial production. 

The water community has to define different type of targets to control water consumptions. In a few countries, many advances have been made in this field mainly thanks to an increasing awareness generated with the help of the media among the different stakeholders and the public opinion. 

It is a great challenge and I hope that the ministerial process will pay a particular attention to it. 

Last but not least is step 5, which I call TECHNO-5 or the five fields of technological progresses to get more available water and of a better quality. TECHNO-5 should allow increasing water supply very quickly: 
· Storages, new types of reservoirs able to enlarge the stocking but also to respect the ecosystems and biodiversity.


· Transfers (and not transportation, which is only an emergency solution) to bring water from one region to another, where it is needed. 


· Desalination, which costs have recently decreased, allowing a broader number of Nations to use this additional solution. But still, on this subject, we will have to make progresses to avoid environmental problems. 

· Pumping deeper groundwater, without spoiling our resources. 


· Recycling water for specific uses. 


TECHNO-5 has advantages and disadvantages. It needs some improvements to become cheaper and more respectful of the environmental rules. 
But thanks to them, our populations can still have hopes. They are part of the solution. 

So to conclude, five steps to move towards the road to water for all, five steps to add 1+2+3+4+5 equals 15. 

We have to see this number both as a symbol and a target. 
We will for sure work on all those issues until the Forum. Let’s all have a concrete dream. 

15 actions as 15 real solutions launched for a period from 1 to 15 years, with 15 group leaders, to drive us from concept to reality. 

That is why we need your help and active participation. The 5th Forum Political Process gives you this opportunity. 

It gives a global perspective, a world’s vision, to the political leaders. This political process is the only place and moment where and when all levels of government have the opportunity to meet, to discuss, to listen, to be together. 
There will be an Istanbul Urban Water Consensus for local authorities. There will be a “Parliaments for water process”, open to all parliamentarians. 

Both constitute concrete translations of our will to replace water issues at the heart of the political debate. 

This Ministerial Process is a great opportunity to integrate this political approach at the highest political level. The discussion paper is on your tables. More than a discussion paper, it is a true report where you will find all the answers to the main questions that the Nations you are representing have to cope with. 

And I would like to thank again Andras and Vural for their great job. 

Join them; 
Join us to make this Istanbul Forum an open Forum. 

Thank you.  

PAGE  
6

