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Mr Minister, 
Mr President of the African Water Association, 
Messrs Ambassadors, 
Dear Friends,
I’d like to thank Benin and its people for their warm welcome and also the President  and dear friend Sylvain Usher for inviting the World Water Council and its President to this opening ceremony of this 14th congress of the African Water  Association. At this occasion, I am honoured to deliver this message on behalf of the great water family.
More than ever, dear friends, water is part of our common future because water is the essential component of our planet’s heritage.

We all know that this heritage is threatened and that water which is life, the essence  of all things, could soon become a symbol of death, of divisions and of more suffering if our mobilisation proves to be insufficient. 
If we are to refute or disprove the concept of wars over water so dear to journalists, we must still stand against those enemies who block access to water for a large number of people.  .

These enemies are clearly identified and they must be denounced publicly and fought against without any hesitation. 
These enemies are known as demography, urban development and climate change. 
Demography because the world will struggle to accommodate an extra billion inhabitants  in the coming twelve years and another billion by 2030. Additional resources will need to be found for these newcomers and to the least, available water resources at the right place and time and of good quality. 
Urban development because as you know, half of the world’s population lives in cities. Urbanisation leads to migrations, pollution and the irreversible trend of this phenomenon will increase tensions in an unacceptable way. 
And of course, there is the climate we hear about every day, its excesses and changes that we can only imagine while lamenting over the causes and seriously disregarding the consequences. 
We are often told, Dear Friends, that nature is exhausted but we forget to say that we are responsible for its depletion.
Enemies of today, enemies of tomorrow, water and sanitation professionals aren’t standing idle and African professionals are a good example of this. Incidentally, I’d like to take this opportunity to pay a tribute to you, Dear Colleagues, for your long term mobilisation advocating the water cause through the former AUWD (African Union of Water Distributors) and today’s AfWA. 
Yet, this cause cannot only consider the technological or professional angle.
The water issue has become a global and planetary one. Water is essential to development. The long desired economic growth cannot be achieved without water and its corollary, sanitation.

We need more water for food and must therefore optimise the use of water for tomorrow’s agricultural production.  
We need more water for health and must therefore improve its treatment to purify effluents of all sorts. 
We need more water for domestic and industrial uses and must therefore maximise its availability for the sake of the economy. 
To achieve this, we first have to satisfy the requirement of energy for water. Without energy, namely electricity, there is no pumping, no transport, no treatment, no desalination, no re-use. Yet there is a shortage of energy for water. The increase in its cost, particularly in the majority of African countries, deprives part of the population of access to the resource.

In places like the bush of Benin or Mali where we used to pump water for eight consecutive hours three years ago, we can now barely pump for three hours and for the same cost.  

This prerequisite is a key issue on which we need to mobilise our intelligence as well as our willpower. 
We obviously have to come up with new solutions through technological progress and alternative energy sources so that we make increasingly more water available with less and less energy. 
I am sure that our scientist and engineers, with their genius and know-how, will see to that. But this is not enough… We must convince the energy sector which also badly needs water, that part of the energy for water needed by the poor and the destitute must be made available at a reduced cost. 
Can we imagine a moratorium of a new kind, or are we talking of a specific tax to support energy for water? The World Water Council along with the World Energy Council is working actively on this issue with the aim of raising awareness on this imperious duty.
All this explains the efforts made since the World Water Forum that was held in Mexico two years ago to reposition water and place it at the heart of the political agenda.  
Because besides politics, when we discuss finance, governance and knowledge what else are we talking about? 
Giving a real priority to water falls under the responsibility of political instances. Dedicating a larger share of budgets at all levels, setting up specific public accountancy systems for water and sanitation, imagining truly innovative financing schemes, justifying and explaining the real cost of the public service of water, these are all political acts which involve adapting and sometimes even rethinking water governance and the transfer of the necessary knowledge. This is why, two years ago in Algiers, we came up with the notion of taps before guns and drinking water before mobile telephony.  
This is not an easy task. It involves being convinced of the advantages of a modern decentralisation that is accepted yet controlled. It also involves preparing men and women to carry out the maintenance of the material and equipment. 
I don’t think that good decentralisation boils down to travelling twice as often and twice as fast from a
 province to the capital city. A good decentralisation process is one that gives a province the means to put its own capacities in practice and invent solutions that take good account of local specificities. 
Hence the need for a renewed dialogue on water and this is why, within the scope of the preparation of the 5th Forum to be held in Istanbul a year from now, our Council has privileged a political process which fosters this particular dialogue between the governments who decide and control, between the members of parliament who vote laws and the local authorities who manage things in the field. 
Africa’s experience is essential to that respect and we expect from you to take an active part in this process. It will be formally launched next month during the African Water Week and our colleagues from the ADB and AMCOW have accepted to steer the process, something they should be thanked for.
One word to conclude this International Sanitation Year..

We as water professionals hold a particular responsibility to raise the awareness of decision makers, the media and the general public on the necessity to do more, do better and faster, in order to foster the improvement of sanitation. 
We can achieve this because we know that our cities are genuine sanitary time bombs which cannot be easily defused.
We know that we have to find specific financing to fight against waterborne diseases which remain the first mortality cause in the world.
We also know that we should not limit our vision of sanitation to the sole topic of latrines even though they are part of a human right, an element of human dignity before being a sanitary necessity .
We must also tell decision makers that, first and foremost, cities need a global sanitation policy just like they have, for most of them, water resource master plans..

Obviously, sanitation needs science but more important, it needs awareness..

All this, of course, make us turn to the famous Millennium Development  Goals.
Many, notably in Africa, think that they be difficult or even impossible to achieve because we are running late, maybe too late. And that’s a fact.
But maybe this is not the key factor. What counts is that we are on the right track, keeping our course and that we managed to convince humankind that we could not go without a real, fair and sustainable water policy. 
It is these ideas that we need to advocate, these ideas that we need to convey to the real decision making instances that are the citizens of the world. 
Ideas that can contribute to match the hopes of the poor to the imperatives of the wealthy.  

This is called solidarity and together we can make it effective and immediate. 
Thank you, Dear Friends, for your contribution, your work and your unity.

Thank you again and many thanks to Benin.
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